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A riveting new Thomas and Charlotte Pitt novel, in which Anne Perry again proves her mastery of

the people, the mores, and the politics of the Victorian era she has made her own. A general

election is approaching and Thomas is called to monitor the bitter struggle for one crucial London

seat. The Tory candidate is Charles Voisey, ruthless Number One of the Inner Circle and old enemy

of Pitt. His Liberal opponent is Aubrey Serracold, whose wife, Rose, is passionately committed to a

socialist agenda and a liability to Serracold as she is immersed in spiritualism. Rose is one of the

three participants in a late-night seance held by clairvoyant Maude Lamont, which becomes

notorious when Madame Lamont's brutally murdered body is found the next morning. To Pitt's

heavy burdens is now added the investigation of this baffling crime."You can count on a Perry tale

to be superior."â€•San Diego Union-Tribune
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This latest Thomas Pitt mystery is definitely a page turner. From the glittering drawing rooms where

politics is discussed and policies decided, to the country side of Dartmoor, Anne Perry weaves a

tale that is compelling and absorbing. And while I was disappointed that Charlotte Pitt and Gracie

(the Pitts enterprising maid) did not figure prominently in this installment, I liked that Emily Radley

(Charlotte's younger sister) had a bigger role in this novel -- she has been somewhat sidelined in

the last few books, and I missed her character dreadfully.In the previous Pitt mystery novel, "The

Whitechapel Conspiracy" Pitt defeated the Inner Circle's plan to replace the English monarchy with



a republic. This feat earned him the enmity of Charles Voisey, who was to be England's first

president. Now, Voisey is running for the south Lambeth seat in Parliament on the Tory ticket.

Meanwhile Pitt, who instead of being able to return to his previous position at Bow Street, has been

seconded to Special Branch -- a department within the police force that deals primarily with the

terrorist threats of the Irish Separatists. Now, Pitt's brief is to keep an eye on Voisey, and to see if

Voisey is doing anything underhanded to ensure that he wins the election. But from what little Pitt

can see, Voisey seems to be doing nothing nefarious in order to sway the voters -- save being a

rather charismatic speaker. And then Pitt's superior commands him to investigate the murder of the

clairvoyant, Maude Lamont. Pitt discovers that Voisey's Liberal opponent for the Lambeth seat is

Aubrey Serracold and that Serracold's flamboyant and outspoken wife, Rose, was one of Lamont's

clients.

"Southampton Row", English author Anne Perry's latest novel in the Inspector Pitt series places the

intrepid Inspector in a setting that leaves the reader intrigued and troubled. It is Pitt's success in

"The Whitechapel Conspiracy" that now threatens him and his family. Charles Voisey, the

Inspector's Whitechapel nemesis reappears to haunt Pitt again. Thanks to the machinations of the

Inner Circle, Pitt loses his position at the Bow Street Station and is sent to work at the Special

Branch Office, a division within the Police Force set up to investigate terrorist activities. The terrorist

in Pitt's life turns out to be Voisey, who as part of his continuing effort to republicanize English

politics campaigns for Parliament. Pitt is assigned to shadow Voisey and determine his

weaknesses. The campaign and Voisey's connection to the murder of a spiritual medium in

Southampton Row threaten Pitt profesionally and personally. The new setting involves more than

just the detection of a murderer in Southampton Row, it involves the mind games played in the web

of deception woven by the Inner Circle and all those forced to deal with it.In "Southampton Row",

Inspector Pitt is compelled to think and act like those he despises most, the members of the

super-secret Inner Circle. In the process, Pitt develops more than his usual sincere search for truth

and justice, he demonstrates a newfound ability to think like Voisey. This leaves the reader

wondering if the good Inspector is now walking the same path as Voisey. Has he, through his work,

become contaminated with the characteristics of those he despises most. What price truth? Honor?

The safety of loved ones? Will Thomas compromise his principals to protect Charlotte and their

children?
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